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Tom Vuong, Octobcr demonstrator

T om \/uong does amazing things to P]ants. [1e can make bends in trees that most Pcoplc would never
attempt or think of cloing. Ancl he makes it look so casy. leou go to The Huntington to the bonsai area,
you can see some of the big bends he has done.
Tom Prescnted a talk that
was Funﬂg, ]ogica],
educational and entertaining,
and you must think to
3oursehc, whg didrt ] think of
cloiﬂg this? Magbe it's from
his auto mechanical
backgrouncl? T he tools and equipment he used are easi|9 available at
Home DePot or your ﬂeighborhood hardware store. Several sets of
SnaP~Loc Cinch strap with cam with 300-500 |b break streng’c% were
usecl, ziP ties 59 the haﬂdlcu], machine shop towels (WypA” above),
but his special stainless-steel bencling tool is custom made 59
himself. \We tried to tell him to have some made for sale, but hejus’c
smiled.
Tom Preseﬂted his tecl‘mique to bend dead wood. He doesn’t use
raffia, instead he uses shop paper towels, W\leAH because itis
stronger, doesn’t rot, and it kccps moist.
leou look at the Picture on the ]e]ct, you
can
see
some
of the
lagers
on the deadwood that he will
bend. On either side of the
branch are guidc wires, #4
copper wire (easiest to see on
the toP), then he wraps a moist layer paper towels and electrical
tape, 3euow in this case on top (stickg side out). Thc live vein is
alwags on the bottom (red line on c}rawing on the chalk board), so

you can bend in, but not out (this can break the live vein).



T he main reason to bend branches is to
make the tree smaller or more comPact
using two main techniques, gralcting or
bcnding. One other huge Picce of

aclvice he hacl was to a]ways have a Flaﬂ

B. Thmgs can haPPCn UﬂCXPCCthly.

Ohne t}wing that he does not do is carve

dead wood. [Te uses a knife and chisel.
And he feels ’c}'natjunipers look better if the dead wood is shapcd bg
hand and not bg carving. A)C’cer, he power washes the wood to show
different colors of the wood and then on|9 uses lime sulfur if the tree

has termites.

[Here is more information about the paper towels T om uses. They
are easier to use, no prep needed, and theg are cheaPer than raffia.
When you need ’chcmjjus’c soak, and ’ChC\lj will kecp moist, do not rot
and casy to work with. The thickness of the paper increases with the
number, 60,70, 80, 90 being the thickest. The moisture is imPortant
to kecp the Plan’c and lifeline alive and the dead wood Pliab]e. Forthe
Plant he used for the clemo, the branch was wraPPecl with the paper and taPe for2 days Prior to the demo
clag‘ A thicker branch may need to be soaked for a week or more before bending is attemPted but with
additional ]agers of towels. Also, the total bend does not need to be done in one c}ay. With the demo
branch it was re]a’cive]g thin so the final bend could be completed in about an %our, but a thicker branch or a
branch that is more resistant may be comP]etecl slow|9 over a matter of a month or more, so the branch does

not crack.

T om tried several ways to anchor the cords and to test the Flcxibilitg of the branch. Also, these tentative
bends %clpe& the branch get used to bcnding before the big bend.



Showing the s}wape, the
Fo]iage will be arrangecl
(triangle), after the bcnding is
done. \/\/iring on the right to
hold the bent shape‘

The Path of the Pu”9~cable sgstem and the

direction of the movement (on the left).



View of anchors of

the tree to the Pot

Series of Pictures showing the sequence of Pu”ies and techﬂiques to make the bends. See the change in
direction and ang]e of the branch. Before it was straight and now it is curved
and bent. Slow and methodical is the name of the game.



T heideais to twist and bend the branch using his “Magic T ool The bends are held with wire and when

the Position is the right one, ziP ties are used to hold the bend in Place anchored to the tree.



When the bends

are done, | om

trims the leaves

and Positions

the branches.

T he wires, tape

and paper will

stay on the tree

fora year.

KCCP the tree in

the shade for

one month. When it starts to grow, put out in the
sun. ]:erti]ize once a year. Removing Foliage
makes it easier to do bends and relieves stress from bencling, and it allows the sun to penetrate and allows

us to see the bends and dead wood.



The tree will be cared for b}j Lindsay and
will be auctioned off at the club show this

coming Januarg‘

We had a real treat at this meeting. Joe
brought inatree. Joc won a (alifornia
JuniPerFrom rﬂarry rﬂirata in a raffle at

K ofu Kai Bonsai Club. The plant was
approach grafted with Kishu Shimpaku in
2014 and allowed to grow freely. Roy
Nagatoshi worked on the tree in

October 2016 (below), then Joe
brought the
tree to Tom

\/uong for
his signature

bends.

The original

tree on the

toP farleft

showing the
scion (dark Fo]iage). Middle,
Roy Nagatoshi trimming the
tree, and far righ’c, the
finished tree, at that time.
Bottom, the tree, Present
dag: You can see the big
difference in the form and
shape of the tree. ]n this
case, the on]y difference was
the branch was wrapped with
two ]agcrs of paper towels.
A” the wires, paper towels
and tape will stay fora year
before they will come off. lt’s
a beaut31



About Todd Schalfzcr, Novcmbcr demonstrator
T odd Schalfer comes to us as part of the California Ponsai Socie’cy \/isi’cing Artist F’rogram

Mg obsession with co”ecting trees formed shor’clg ’c%ereagtcn as Jerrg Morris, another regular at Coloraclo
Bonsai, invited me on a co”ecting trip to (Jtah. |learned very quicklg that basic design Principles did not
ﬂecessari|9 apply to collected material with sparse Foliage and unconventional branches. ThereFore, in
2012, ] decided to further my studies with Ryan Neil to learn how to s’cyle and devclop material of this
caliber.

M9 stud9 with K98n focused on the advanced
techﬂiques of setting tree structure, which is the
most difficult skill set to achieve in bonsai and
refinement. l’ve Pushecl mgsehC to become
ProFicient those techniques. With my skills well
rounded, | was inspired to pursue bonsai Practice
full-time. Ancl when others began to seek out my

exPertise, ] started to instruct ProchsionaHQ‘

Fcoplc often ask me, “Js working on bonsai
relaxing and /en-like? KeFining trees and
maintaining )Coliagc most ccr’cainlg is. PBut while
setting the initial structure of a collected tree isn’t remotcly re]axing, when done correct]y it's one of the
most Ful]ci”iﬂg aspects of bonsai clesign Watching the tree flourish Fo”owing such work can be unbe]ievably
rewarding.
T o view my Por’mco]io and see a samP]e of the collected material | have to offer, Plcase visit my site
-www.[ irstPranchPonsai.com

He will be working with a Hinoki cypress.

Cookie / Snack sign-uP for the November Meeting.
Refreshments }39 Skir]e\lj and Charlene Qpan

Announcements

November 9,2019 | as Vegas, chacla, | as \/egas Ponsai Societg: Viva | as Ponsai: A Ponsai
Exhibit and Show at the Nevada Garclen Center, Northwest corner of | orenzi Fark, 800 | win Lakes
Drive from 10 AM to 4 F’M Bonsai Demonstration }39 Jan Culck Promcessional bonsai artist from the
(zech chublic Discussion on Zen and the Arts bg /en Master Ji Haeng Bonsai [ xhibit of Socic’c}j

member trees. Loca] vendor sales of bonsai related items and club tree sale. Farkiﬂg and admission is free



but donations are welcome. Raffle and silent auctions immcclia’ce]g Fo“owing the demonstration. [Tor further

information contact irasisson@hotmail.com.

November 15-17,2019, Thousand Qaks, Calilcornia Bonsai Studioj 4015 N Moorpark Rd, T housand
oaks, ((a 91260, 1-805-616-2271, 10am to Spm. Huge nursery sale at (California Bonsai Studio! UP to
70% off on bonsai, Pre~bonsai, too]s, and suPPIies‘ Free raffle to win a beautiful Bonsai treel Ketai] value
$600. Comejoin us for fun, snacks, and a free Ponsai demonstration. No Purc}wase necessary, need not
be present to win. Raffle entry and discount Prices on]g available in person at the nursery sale.

www.californiabonsai.com

Novcmber 23rd, 2019 Clovis, Calilcornia, Fresno Ponsai Socicty will conduct their eleventh consecutive
bonsai gard sale from 8 AM until 2 FM at the Clovis Botanica] Garclen The garcleﬂ is located at 945
North Clovis Avenue in (Clovis. | he sale will be held under and around the big tent area. ] he eventis free
and the Parking is free. VVendors of bonsai, pots and all related items are welcome free of c}'narge. Evcryonc
is welcome to buy, se”, or trade. There will be bonsai from both Private collections and from the GSBF
C]ark Bonsai Co”ection There will be used Pots, hand-thrown Pots from local Potters. Look for books
and magazines and disp]ay stands. ] he coffee is free and sandwiches will be available for $ 10. (Come earlg
for the best deals. \/endors are very welcome. F]ease contact Mike Saul (tiﬂytreeme@sbcg]obal.net) for
assistance. This is an entertaining event every year and a wonderful oPPortunity for new bonsai hobbgists

to acquire better qualitg material for very reasonable Prices.

December 1, 2019, Calhcornia Bonsai Socicty Salc, Yamaguchi Ponsai Nurser9 1905 Sawtelle
Boulevard, [Hours: 9 AM - 1 FMA variety of material will be on sale from (CPBS members. (Come earlg
for best selection. NO SALES BEFORE GATE OFEN

January 18~19,2020 Arcadia, Calif:ornia, Baikoen Ponsai Kenkgukai, Winter Silhouettes, 56th
Annual Exhibitionj at the | os Angcles Arboretumj Ayres Ha“ of Environmen’cal [~ ducation, located at
501 North Ba]clwin Ave‘, Arcaclia, CA 91007. Show hours on both (:l895 are 10am to 4—:50Pm‘
Deciduous bonsai in all their leafless g]ory are featured from club members and invited guests. The
Nagata~Komai award winner will be announced, and there will be a demonstrator at i pm on both da\lj&
There will be a sales area with club and vendor P]ants, Pots, tools and more. ]:or more imcormatiorw, Please

visit baikoenbonsai.com or email K en Teh at kenwtehé@gmail‘com.

Januarg 3 1~]:cl)ruar3 2,2020, Calilcornia Shohin Socictg, i 7th Biennial Shohin Seminar, [ Jotel

Mission De Oro, 15070 5 Highway 3%, Santa Ne”a, CA 95%22. SEOW, workshops and vendors.
http//www.calshohin‘or‘g/



Fcbruary 22-2%,2020, E)onsai »~A——T-}10n XX]V, Huntington Librarg, Art Museum and Botanica]
(Gardens. Works}'nops, vendors, clisp]a\tjsj auction and raffle. http://www.gsbﬂ‘xun’cington.com/

2019 Demonstrator | ist

November 21 Toclcl 5chal¥er~ USA, CBS Guest Artist
December 2019 No meeting/HaPPH Holiclags

Shirleg Quan

Baikoen Bonsai Kenkgukai
10300 Key Wes’c St
Temple City, CA 91780



	January 31-February 2, 2020, California Shohin Society,17th Biennial Shohin Seminar, Hotel Mission De Oro, 13070 S. Highway 33, Santa Nella, CA 95322.  Show, workshops and vendors.   http://www.calshohin.org/

