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Ann E_rb Fcbruarq demonstrator

\/\/e were extremelg fortunate to have Arm E_rb as the demonstrator because care and maintenance of our

tools is very imPor’cant, but is not routinely taught She brought many tools and accessories to show us the

proper method to sharpcn bonsai tools. Pelow is a samPle of the different sharpcning stones on the left.

51‘16 started the evening off
}35 soaking arusted Pair of

: scissors in a diluted solution

(1 tablcspoon citric acid

Powder in about a quart of
water, easilg found in the
grocery store, used for
canning food). T he
concentration of citric acid
=3 and the soaking time canvary

depending on the condition

of the tool. Jus’c remove
from the solution to easilg check the progress.
L.

- [or

Pruners/scissors,

you first need to
check the edges and
then check thcjoint
or Pin ho!ding the

= scissors together. ]F
_— d — o
N % VB N

needs to be tigl—\tened careFu”g. Jn the Picture on the lth, Annis using a Pin ball

.
:

there is wigg]e in the
handles, then the Pin

hammer to gent]y taPPecl on the top and sides of the Pin on top of an anvil that has
an indention for the Pin head so it is not flattened when hammcring. (Check often
to see the tigh’mess of the handles. [However, if you have a tool made sz
Masakuni, the hinge is held ’cogethcr }35 a ’caPered bolt and you need to taP on the
bolt side that does not move. l]cgou tap on the bolt side that moves on a Masakuni
tool, the hinge will loosen further. (Clean the blade with alcohol wiPes (easier than
carrying alcohol with you, and easilg found in the &rug store. (_heck the blade to

see if there are one ortwo bcvels) if there are two beve]s, onlg sharpcn the second.

[f the tool is very clir’czjj then you can use sancling sponges (lth), but you need to move in one direction onlg.



Cut the sancling sponges into smaller Pieces for easier }’xand]ing. Sanding stones are

i available in three grades, finem medium and coarse.

2 . Ann followed bg sl—rowing us how to s}ﬂarpen scissors with a ceramic stone. Sharpen
cutters on the inside of the ’cool, using your whole arm movement to slide the edge across
the stone in one direction onlﬂ. f:ec! a]ong the cdge of the edge so that there are no stria’cions,just a fine
bur. T he ceramic stone she used was 240 medium grate. A diamond stone is 160,300 or 400, all used

with water. An Arkansas stone used with oil will gum up and therefore will not sharpen your tools.

Branch cutters should be sharpencc‘ with a rat tail file. [Tirst
tlﬂough close the tool and hold it up to the light to see if there

S o ol is any light between the cdges. l]cyou
w -_'J ' can see liglﬂt, then the handles need to

be aligned bg tapping on the handles,

check often. Sharpcn toward the
edgc and check after 2 or ) strokes to
sce if there is even pressure across the blade.

B One imPor’cant t!')ing to do after you finish sharpening your cutters is to lubricate
with Cami”a oil. Don’t use Pctro!cum based oi]s, like WD+4o because the cut
edgcs of the P!ants will turn brown or die. A]wags clean your tools after using with
alcohol wiPes csPeciang after cutting Pines.

httpz//www.baikoenbonsai.com_rhc xco”owing Pictures show Ann sharpcning a branch cutter, carving tools
and using a low speed grinder to s]ﬂarpen a Pair of scissors. ]n each Pic’cure notice her hand Placemcnt and
anglc of the blade. Tlﬁe siﬁarpening stone is Placed over a rubberized netting (a rug stabiiizer} so the stone
will not move. Her left hand Fingcrs are over the blade so that they maintain the pressure and ang]c while it

I n
Tk

goes over
the
sharpening
stone.

|n addition
" to showing
us methods
of tool
sharpening,
Ann also showed us how she stores her wire when travcling in her tool bag. Thc wire is stored in s[:)oo!s or

reels used for Hﬂing kites or Fishing. Tlneg can be Purchasec{ inexpensivcly at l—lobbg stores and Amazon.



The last thing that she showed us was some’ching to support large trees upsiclc down for repotting. A
Portab]e work bench Purchascd, for about $20, at the local hardware store or Harbor Freigiﬁt can be
modified for this purpose. She made one change, two Picccs of board, the lcngth equaling the width of the
oPened bench were cut, then a l—xo]e, the diameter of the Po]es were cut at one end of the Pipe, then
threaded onto the Piping (see the triangu]ar boards hanging from the Piping on the righ’c). The shape of the
board is not imPortant. Fina”g swim noodles were Placed on the top eclge of the board to protect the P]ant

and to Prevent tl’]C tree from moving.

= PORTABLE
? WORK STANI

FOAM CUSHIONS PROTE AINT
NONSKID FEET
TUBING: 3/4" ZINC-PLATED STEEL

Tl—]e end of the boards can be fastened 133
bungie cords to the bench or allowed tojust sit on

the Pipping. T he boards can be moved easi19 to
allow for different sizes and P]acement of the
Plan’c. Shc told us that she has also made a
smaller table top Plant holder using a lawn chair.
Leo Mariscal, the newest member of the club,
raffle.

T wo local sources for the (Camilla oil, and sponges are as follows:
www.casternleaf.com in Clﬁino

www.houseofbonsai.com in Lakewood

Please check the web site, http://www.baikocnbonsai.com, for further dcscriptions and
videos that T om has put in ( Jtube.

Pus TriP to SD Spring Showl
Baikoen Bonsai Kcnkgukai is sponsoring abus triP to visit the San Dicgo Bonsai Club for their 51th
anniversary SPring Show on Saturc}ag, APril 23th. T he costis $25 for members and $35 for non-

members per person round ’criP leaving the LA Arborctum at 10am. As guest to this event we ask you to
Ering a dessert for their SD bonsai club reccption. For more information and tickets for the bus triP P!case



contact Lin&sag SBiba (909)806~O9§7 orhslﬁiba@juno.com [f there is a demand for another bus stop in

another location, we will consider if there is cnough People to support it, Please contact Lindsay.

(Cookie / Snack 5ign-up for the March meeting.
Joe (hutierrez, Shirleg ann, Octavia Chin and E]aine Jeche. Thank you for signing up.

E_vcnts

Ma i4-15,2016, 10-4pm, Ken Nakaoka Community Center, 1670 W. 1 627 St., (Gardena
Y P Y

Gardcna, Cali{:omia. Annual [T xhibit ‘(Serenitg through Bonsai” at the K en Nakaoka Communitg
(:cn‘cerJ 1670 W. 162nd St‘ Novice to master bonsai exhibited. [Jours are 10 AM -4 FM both c{ays with
a demonstration at 1 PM (Saturda) a round-robin and (Sundag) a Saikei demonstration by Mr. Frank
Goga will be hech The demonstration items will be in the benefit clrawing) which follows each
demonstration. Oﬂ Saturc{ag a beginﬂer’s hands-on workshop at 10:30 AM will be held. For more details
about our club and show visit our website http://claiichibonsaikai.wordprcss.com or contact Dogle Saito

at(310) 5%9-9265.

May 19-20,2016, 10:30-4:30, San Marino, California at Huntington Librarg & (Gardens.

California Bonsai Socictg. Discover the timeless aPPeal of an ancient horticultural art form as the
Calhcornia Ponsai Socicty presents its 59t11 annual slﬂow, Fcaturing more than 100 beautiful spccimcns
created ]35 bonsai masters. (zeneral admission. Bro&g Botanical Center

Januarg I ~APril 24, 2016 Qakland, C alifornia

California Suiseki Socictg and San [Trancisco Suiseki K ai: are featured with the work of sculPtor
Jedcdiah Cacsar at Uncarthcd: Found + Madc, a new exhibition at the Oak]anc{ Museum of Calhcornia,
1000 Qak Street. T he Suiseki, all found in California, share a process with (Caesar who imitates
geological processes in making his sculPtures, sometimes encasing found objects from the urban
environment in clear or colored resin. f:omcurther imcormatiorw, go

to http://muscumca.orgcxhibit/uncarthccl~1cound~made

March 12 - 13,2016, Oakland, California

Bay Area Donsai Associates (BADA): 55th Annual Bonsai [ xhibition at the | akeside (Garden
(Center at | ake Merritt, 666 Pellevue Avenue. Show hours are Sa’curcla3 5:00 - 9:00 'M with !ight
clirmcr, and Surwdag 10:00 AM - 400 FM Demonstration bg Mr. David De (aroot, award winning,
bonsai artist and autlﬁor, who has been involved in bonsai since 1 972. Mr. De Groot served for 25 years as
curator of the Fachcic Kim Bonsai Collection/f)achcic Bonsai Museum. Demonstration starts at 6:30 FM,
Saturclag, followed ]33 a raffle of the demonstration tree. (Continuous Plant sale inciuding bonsai pots,



tools, soil, wire, and more, both dags. Admission is free. [Tor more information, P]easc contact Bob GOUICJ

at 925-9%5-1914.

March 16 - 20,2016, San Mateo, C alifornia

Bonsai 5ocictg of San [rancisco: Annual Bonsai [© xhibit at the San [Trancisco [lower and (Garden
Slﬁow, San Mateo Countg [ vent Center, 1346 Saratoga Drive. S!‘xow hours are Wednesdag —
Saturdag o AM -7 FM and SUH&ag o AM -6 FM Tlﬁcre will be trees for sale and demonstrations.
I or more information about the club, visit wwwbssforg, and for the Flower and Garden Show, inc]ucling
ticket information, visit httpz//acgarc{enshow.com.

APr. 2 ~%,2016, Santa Cruz, California
Santa Cruz Ponsai K ai: 28th Annual Show at the Museum of Art & HistorgJ 705 [ront Street, 10 AM
-5 FM both clags with demonstrations at 2 FM Saturc{ag’s demonstratoris Mike Fiste”o and Sundag’s

will be Katsumi Kinosl’xita. Raﬁqc drawing for demonstration tree and trees espccia”9 Prcparec{ bg club
members. 58]65 area will include qualitg vendor and member trees, pots, and other related bonsai items.
Fresh items will be in the vendor area on 5unda3‘ Aclmission Price of $5.00 to the Museum includes entry
to bonsai show/clcmo and complemcntarg cogec, tea and cookies. f:or more imcormation, contact Ed

Lambing at cdinbonngdoon@comcastnc’c.

APril 2-3%,2016, Sacramento, California

Bonsai Sckigu K ai: Annual show will be held at the Sacramento Buddhist (Church, 2401 Riverside Blvd.
Hours are: Saturday i1 AM -5 FM and Sunc{ag 10 AM -4 FM with demonstration at | FM both
dags bg Yuzo Marugama. Amenities include refreshments, light snacks, door Prizcs, raffles and a silent
auction. Member and vendor sales of P]ants and bonsai-related items will also be available. For more

information, contact Donsai SC‘GHU K aiat bonsaisekiyu‘(ai@gmail.com

April 9~ 10,2016, Sacramento, (_alifornia

American Ponsai Association, Sacramento: 57{711 Annual Bonsai Show at the Shepard (harden and
Ar’cs CenterJ 3330 McKinleg Blvd Show hours are Sa’curdag 1o AM -5 FM and Sundag o AM -4
FM, with demonstration each day at 1:30 FM }39 American bonsai artist, Feter Tea. Beginner’s workshop
Sundag, 10 AM; dai!g raffle includes the demonstration tree; !arge vendor and member sales area. [Tor
more information, contact Renee Seely (916) 929-2106, breadcrust@comcast.net or visit our website
httP://abasbonsai.org

April 9& 10,2016, Phoenix, AZ

The Phoenix Bonsai Societg will be holding its 53rd Anniversarg Bonsai Show on April 9& 10,2016,
from 9:00 AM to 6:00 FM both Saturdaﬂ and Sundag. The event is free to the Public. T he show will be
oPenecl Sa’curdag morning bg a traditional Puddhist B]essingJ oPening the \/a“eg (Garden Center doors

to over 50 bonsai trees, Suiscki, and companion P]ants. Tl’lis year’s show will also feature a Ponsai Fot



ComPeti’cion sponsorcd 135 the F!’xoenix Clag Socic’cg. Flﬁoenix Bonsai Societg (FBS, 1962) events,
unless otherwise statecl, are held at the \/81163 Gar&en Center, 1809 N i 5th Ave. T:or more ingormation,

Pleasc visit our web site at www.Phoenixbonsai‘com and on Facebook.

April 16~ 17,2016, Fresno, (alifornia

Koéen-naino Ronsai (Ponsarin the Fark)afundraiser to benefit the (GOPB Clark Bonsai (Collection at the
Shinzen Friendship (Garden in Woodward Park. [Hours are Saturday 9:30 AM - 5:30 'M and Sunday 9:30
AM - 4:30 PM with demonstrations by Kenji Migata, NiPPon Ponsai Association certified Ponsai
Masters (Satur&ay), and David Ngug (5UHC183) with auction of the tree Fo”owing each demonstration.

Huge bonsai auction on both the 16t and 1 7“" of over 60 trees inclucling the Ray T heime’s Ponsai
(Collection along with Ponsai and Pre~Bonsai from local and state wide artists. Sale of P]ants and Ponsai
materials each clay. Toko~Kazaru Bonsai DisPlag ComPetition held &uring event with Prize money
awarded. [Tor more imCormation, visit clarkbonsaicollection.com or contact Bob Hilvers

at bonsaigui@comcast.net or (559) 909-1051.

A_pril 2% — 24,2016, 5an Diego, Cali{:ornia
San Diego Bonsai Club. SPring PBonsai [T xhibition at the (Casa [Del Prado, Room 101, Balboa
Fark. Show hours are 10 AM -5 FM both dags with demonstrations at 11 AM and 1 FM Free

admission. Ponsai pots and trees for salc, as well as other bonsai-related items. [Tor more inFormation,

visit www.sandicgobonsaic]ub.com or contact Janice rﬂale.

2016 Frogram/Demonstrator | ist

January 16 & 17,2016
Januarg 28,2016
Fcbruarg 25,2016
March 24, 201 6
APri! 28,2016

Mag 26,2016

June 23,2016

July 28,2016
August, 2016
September 22,2016
October27,2016
November 17,2016
Deccmbcr

Winter Silhouette Show
Marg Morrissag, election of officers
Ann [ rb, Demo
Mic}wael Sgkesj Demo

T om \/uong, Demo
TBA

TDBA

TBA

no meeting

TBA

TDBA

TDBA

no mccting
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