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Frank Goqa ~ Dcmons’crator

A 1egcncl in his own riglﬁ’c, we were Privi!cged to have Ponsai Master [Trank Goya came to demonstrate saikei
bonsai. A student of ]:ran‘( Nagata (c]ub Founcler) and later with Jo}m Na‘(a, I:rank Goga has been doing
bonsai for more than half his life. [e told us that Paikoen Ponsai Kenkgukai was the first bonsai club he
joined Toclay he along with Ponsai Masters 5ig Miga and Pen Okilead the Marina Ponsai club at the
Venice Japanese Commum’tg Centcr‘

According to Wikipedia, saikei is the art of creating tray landscapes that combine miniature living trees with
soill rocksj water, and related vegetation (like groun& cover) ina single tray or similar container. A saikei
]andscapc will remind the viewer of a natural location through its overall toPograPhy, choice oFgrouncl
materials, and the species used in its Plan’cings. Frank’s purpose in cloing sakeiis to try to copy the beau’cy
of nature using Plan’cs, rocks and moss,/accent Plants. Frank Pre~wired the Fourjun/pcrprocumécns “nana®
before coming to the demonstration. I:rank stated that he likes to use Procumbcns nana because it is shade
to!crant, the needles stay small without the ovcrgrowth othcrjuniper have, anditis very tolerant of different

conditions.

[He begins with Placcmcn’c of the rocks. [~ ach rock has
direction and a front (more interesting Features} and
back. He brought a varictg of roc‘(s, all from China
Lakc. T]’]C rocks must be Placccl so that the frontfaces
the front of the pot. Thc tallest stone is the focal Point,
the other stones lend dimension and clePth but must
coordinate with the focal Poin’c. F!ants P!ag a seconclarg
role in

saikei.

Trees are Placed iﬁ space not occupiccl bg rocks,
remcmbcring that the trees must have the same direction as
the rock. Evcrything must work in harmong with no
conflicts. T he rock should be buried so it looks strong and
stable. USC an odd number of rocks and trees.

The scenery should show dimensions and dcpth. : | T
Ther@core, the tree can be behind orin front the rock, but “'l_s KUJE

An
i

should not cover the rock. |n saikei, the trees do not have

to be Pcrfcct,just have some shaPe because the focusis on

the lanclsca[:)c and not on the trees. Deciduous or

With special assistance from Jaime Chavarria



Howering trees can also be usecl, but leaves and flowers needs to be in Propor’cion to the overall landscape.
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There are three elements in saikei: Rocks, trees
and water. The number of trees and rocks shou]cl

be odd orin multiplcs of 3.

Frank started all tl—mjunipers from cuttings. T hey
are about 5 years old. T here is very little room for
the plants so a lot of the soil and roots are
removed.  Careful placement of the plants
between the stones follow. FPlacement is checked

From a” ang]cs‘

Soilis sandg loam, 8 parts sanclg loam with 2 parts regular soil.
Change the soil in 3-4 years. Gaive lots of water but ‘ceeP itin

t]’]C sl—macle alwags.

Throughout the demo, a pump sprayer was used to ‘(CCP the

Plan’cs roots moist.




Note the different sPccializecl tools.

Accent P]ants were added. Eroclium, has white or Pink Flowers, very hardg and blooms from sPring to fall

and s’cags sma”. MOﬂClO grass aclded, FO”OWCd bg moss.

T he back view

T]’]C Front



Care?u”g adding sand, to rePrescnt a stream (watcr} and (above right) toP view of the

finished saikei.

And the luckg winner of the
donated raffle Prizc...

E_nriquc Mendozal
With his ]uckg necklace of raffle
tlcl«:ts that he brought to win the

lrlllu'ls ﬁqu.IE) prize.
ﬂb



Cookie / Snack sign-up for the March meeting.
Shir]eg Qpan, (Hustavo Duran, Martha Smiti‘n and Fetcr Macasieb. Ti‘nani( you for signing up.

[ vents

APril Té-Junc 19,2016, f:u“crton Arborctum ]naugural Bonsai Exhibit

| _ocation: ]:u“crton Arborctum, 1900 Associated Road, ]:u“crton, CA 92831, Time: 10:00am to
‘1':OOPm

The Fu”er’con Arboretum will be i‘nolcling a Bonsai exhibit on Saturciags and Sinciags, APri] 16 through
Junc 19,2016. SPeari‘neading this inaugural exhibit a]ong with the CSUF Arboretum, are the Orange

Empire Ponsai SOcietyj Orange Coun’cy Bonsai Societg, K ofu Ponsai K ai and Dai |chi Bonsai K ai.
T he exhibit will be staged with Participating clubs and individuals cyciing their trees throughou’c the two-
month event. Based on the Public’s interest, the exhibit could lead to a permanent ciisplag of bonsai within

the Arboretum‘s garden. Fhone: 657-278-3407. Web: www.iculler’coriarboretum.org

June 25-26, 2016, Culver Citg, Marina Bonsai Club at the Venice Communi’cy (Center, 12448
Braddock Drive | os Angeies 90066. Sa’curdayj June 25 noon-9 pm, Sundayj June 26 11am-38
pm., our clubis i‘naving a ciisplay at the Venice JaPaﬂcsc Community Ccnter chtiva]‘ No Plaﬂts for sale
but there is food, games, exhibits & entertainment.

August 20~ 21,2016 |_os Angeles, California, Nan Pu Kai: 27th Annual Show during Nisei Week at
Japanese American Community Cultural Center, 224 5. San Fedro Street (LLittle T okyo). Show
hours are 10 AMto 5 'M both days. T he Nisei Weck festival celebrates many Japanese Cultural Arts,
including ceramics, dolls, T aiko, clothing, painting, calligraphy, Samurai arts, and [kebana in addition to
Ponsai. John Naka's club will host several special guest exhibitors from the Bay Area, Capitol Area and
Central Coast of California at this year's show in addition to club members. Additional information about

Nisei Week can be found at: www.niseiweek.org’,

]:_arlg to mid-QOctober 2016 field triP, Fd Clark -Round Va“cy Nurscry, 24022 Avenue 230, 9%247-
9725 — |indsay, CA, phone 559-562-1019

Toml auis the lead in organizing a field triP to this nursery in the central \/a”ey for Pre~bonsai Piant& d
currentiy specializing in shohin shimpakujuniper and \)apanese Black Fines and was once

a commercial JaPanese Maple and Magnolia growericora major company. Ti‘iis three-acre nursery is about
200 miles, north, driving time is a little more than % hours. | ots of nice P]ants accorciing to Bigjoe and

] om. The triP would be by bus (clepencling on the number of Peopie going) or a series of SU\/ vehicles.

Fencil this in your calendar, more details later.


http://www.niseiweek.org/

October 27-%30,2016 Sacramento, CA, C]oldcn State Ponsai Federation Convention 39 “A Bonsai
Convergence: Gather At The Rivers? Convention. [ {eadliners: Kgan Neil and Bjom Bjomho]m. More
Workshops and Seminars from: Kathg Shaner, David Nguy, FPeter T ea, and others. Where: T he
Double T ree Bg [Hilton 2001 Foin’c West Wayl Sacramento, CA 95815. [otel Phone: 916-924-
4900 (asé for the ”Gﬁﬁfjéroup Kate ”) For more imcormation, contact: 5cott Chaclcl, GSBF

Fresicleﬂt at: 530-622-9681 or scottchadd@lotusbonsai.com. OﬂJine registration opens on Ju]y 1,2016

Click here: htt’p://www.gs}mcconvention.org;

2016 Program/Demonstrator | ist

Winter Silhouette Show
Mar9 Morrissay, election of officers

Januarg 16& 17,2016
January 28,2016

February 25,2016
March 24,2016
April 28,2016

May 26,2016

June 23,2016

July 28,2016
August) 2016
September 22,2016
October27,2016
November 17,2016
December 2016
January 14-15,2017

Arnn b, Demo
Michael Sykes, Demo
T om \/uong, Demo
Frank Goga, Demo
Mel [kede, Demo

Ted Matson, Demo

no meeting

Tak SHimazu, Demo
Rog Nagatoshi, Demo
Steve \/alentine, Demo

(hristmas Fartg
Winter Sinwouette Show


mailto:scottchadd@lotusbonsai.com
http://www.gsbfconvention.org/
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