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Tak Shimazu, September Demonstrator
We were privileged to have Bonsai Master, Tak Shimazu as the September demonstrator. Well

regarded equally by his peers and students, “Tak is considered a master working with pine and juniper,”

said Cheryl Manning of Los Angeles, organizer of the Golden State Bonsai Federation in 2015. “His
creations are exquisite yet very traditional.” And I might add, he is extremely entertaining and
knowledgeable.

He brought Shohin Itoigawa Shimpaku
grafted onto San Jose juniper root stock

plants (on the left), for his demo to show the
different stages of development, and his style

method (L to R). (1) The first plant on the left

is a finished bonsai; (2 below) The branches on
this tree have been

wired, long branches
have been remove;
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(3) This tree has
been wired once,

wires were remove
2

(wire stayed on from 6

months to 1 ½ years), and
the tree allowed to grow
freely. Even if the wire

leaves a mark on the bark
it is fine, in 5 years the
A

B

C

branch will show more

character. In the picture
on the far left, his finger points to graft (A), and the middle picture, shows another graft (B). There are

two grafts on this plant. In figure C, he is showing where he grafts on the tree, in relation to the trunk and
branch. You don’t graft at the ends of the branch (for ramification), you graft at the base of where you
want the new branch to grow. You may cut off the graft if you graft near the end of the branch, but will
never mistakenly cut off the graft if you graft near the base of the branch and trunk.

Tak tends to do few grafts, mostly one or two per tree, at the most there are three grafts. He grafts high

on the tree because a branch can be wired down, and pushed back, but it is not possible if the branches are
low on the tree (see finished tree below).

But before starting on his

demo tree, Tak showed us his new wire holder that he made. The

series of pictures (above) tells the whole story. Unfortunately for us,
he is not taking orders for the wire holder.
Before starting on his demo tree, he gave a little history. The tree is
7 or 8 years old, from the ground. A single graft was done when two
years old, Itoigawa Shimpaku grafted onto San Jose juniper root

stock. If Shimpaku is grafted onto its own root stock, it would grow

slower, that is why he grafts onto San Jose. This tree was grafted

near the soil level (see below), only one graft on this tree. On the far left, Tak is removing wire, from the
first wiring session. The tree was allowed to grow to increase the trunk size and develop and set the

branches. Small branches were kept but larger/longer branches were cut off. He likes to wire junipers in
October when the bark is hard and not easily damaged and the branches are easy to bend. The wire stays
on for 1 to 1 ½ years, so that branches do not move. Keeping the wire on for so long only applies to
junipers and not pines.

The first picture on the left is the start of wire removal. The picture
next to it shows where the tree was grafted (see arrow). The black
wire marks the front.

↑Graft

With Peter keeping the pot steady,
Tak is slowly cleaning and trimming off
the long branches and begins to wire.

He notes that you need to use a heavy wire (in this case, I believe it is 3.5mm). Wire in the direction that
you want the branches pointed. The reason is that if you bend the branch in the opposite direction, the

wire will become loose. If the branch is twisted and turned in the same direction as the wire was applied, the
wire/branch will stay where you applied it and not move.

As you can see the tree (#4 above) that began as a gangly plant (and not usually selected for bonsai) has
truly transformed. Long branches have been wired and shaped, and brought down to cover empty spaces.
Future grown will be directed to fill in empty spots as well. Long branches that develop from short interior

sprouts will be allowed to grow to fill in empty spaces. The apex may be lower when more branches develop.

One observation that Tak brought up was his thought that currently a lot of the bonsai coming from
Southern California artist are not as good as plants from
Northern California and the rest of the United States.

Earlier, in the 1990’s, Southern California was at the leading
edge, but not

anymore. Now
a lot of the

plants are just
pinched and
not wired so

the plant forms
a ball-like form,
a dongo. He
does not

consider this real bonsai. Mature trees do not need to be wired, just thinned and the interior of the tree

cleaned so that interior leaves remains green (allows sun to enter). The branches are not pushed back. In a
dongo, the leaves/shape of the tree forms a ball and there is no separation between branches. It is harder
to see this separation in shohin since the tree is small, but if you look carefully, you can see the separation

between the branches.

In this series of pictures, Tak demonstrates how to shape a branch. From left to right, the branch is shaped
like a zig zag, but this is one dimension, further pictures show him bending and twisting the branch so that the
branch becomes three-dimensional in shape and form.

Tak generously donated the plant to the raffle. The lucky winner was Hedy Marien, but the real winner
was her husband Alex. You can see all their beaming faces below.

Cookie / Snack sign-up for the September meeting.

Shirley Quan, Greg Kathol, Alex & Hedy Marien and Martha Smith. Thank you for signing up.

Announcements
Winter Silhouette Show will be on January 21-22, 2017. There will be one meeting

before the show on January 19. New meeting day and room change for 2017. Meeting

day will change to the third Thursday of the month and we will meet in the Bamboo room.
Field trip to Ed Clark, Round Valley Nursery on October 2. WOW the number and variety of

Japanese maples of all sizes and varieties (he told me he now has about 25 varieties, down from 200+).
There were lots of black pines, both in the

ground in in pots under shade cloth, various

junipers, pomegranates and lots of other plants.

He did not have a large variety of plants but what
he did have was amazing! It was easier to see than
describe. Another field trip may be planned in
the future.

Events
October 27-30, 2016 Sacramento, CA, Golden State Bonsai Federation Convention 39 “A Bonsai
Convergence: Gather At The Rivers” Convention. Headliners: Ryan Neil and Bjorn Bjornholm. More
Workshops and Seminars from: Kathy Shaner, David Nguy, Peter Tea, and others. Where: The

Double Tree By Hilton 2001 Point West Way, Sacramento, CA 95815. Hotel phone: 916-9244900 (ask for the “GSBF Group Rate”) For more information, contact: Scott Chadd, GSBF

President at: 530-622-9681 or scottchadd@lotusbonsai.com. On-line registration opens on July 1, 2016
Click here: http://www.gsbfconvention.org

December 3, 2016 Fresno, CA, Fresno Bonsai Society: 9th Annual Bonsai Yard Sale held at 736
West Browning Ave. from 8 AM till 3 PM. Bonsai, pre-bonsai, accent plants, new and used pots, stands,
books, suiseki, and supplies. Everyone is welcome to buy, sell, or swap all things bonsai. For more
information about the event visit us on our Facebook page or www.fresnobonsaisociety.com.
December 26-30, 2016 San Marino, CA

27th Anniversary Exhibition of Viewing Stones Show at the Botanical Center of The Huntington
Library & Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, CA Hours are 10:30-4:30 each day.
Free parking. For more information, see our website aisekikai.com and or contact sashaichris@gmail.com

February 19 - 20, 2017 Oakland, California, GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt: The annual
Mammoth Auction and Sale Fund Raiser will be held at 666 Bellevue Ave. (Garden Center Building).

Saturday: Auction preview at noon with Auction starting at 1 PM. Sunday: Vendor Sales start at 9 AM,

Plant Sales start at 10 AM, and demonstrations at 1 PM. The date for this year’s event is a week earlier than
in the past to let attendees and vendors participate in both the Mammoth and the Bonsai-a-Thon. You are
encouraged to submit your bonsai for consideration to be included in the Mammoth Auction as soon as

possible. Items will be considered on a first-come-first-considered basis. The Bonsai Garden will be open 10

AM to 4 PM on Saturday and Noon to 4 PM on Sunday, so you can check out the many changes that have

been made this year. For more information or to sell trees, email bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com and visit www.gsbflakemerritt.org.

Feb. 25 – 26, 2017 San Marino, California, Bonsai-A-Thon XXI at the Huntington Library and Botanical
Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road. This is the annual fundraiser for the GSBF Collection at The Huntington.

Event admission is free with Bonsai-A-Thon “early bird” registration between 8 AM -9 AM. Event hours are
8 AM - 4:30 PM both days. Pancake breakfast, demonstrations, lunch, bonsai exhibits, large sales area, raffle
and auction. For more information, visit www.gsbfhuntington.com

2016 Program/Demonstrator List
January 16 & 17, 2016

Winter Silhouette Show

February 25, 2016

Ann Erb, Demo

April 28, 2016

Tom Vuong, Demo

June 23, 2016

Mel Ikeda, Demo

January 28, 2016
March 24, 2016
May 26, 2016
July 28, 2016

August 25, 2016
September 22, 2016
October 27, 2016

Mary Morrissay, election of officers
Michael Sykes, Demo
Frank Goya, Demo
Ted Matson, Demo
Bonsai Bingo!

Tak Shimazu, Demo
Roy Nagatoshi, Demo

November 17, 2016

Steve Valentine, Demo

January 21-22, 2017

Winter Silhouette Show

December 11, 2016

Christmas Party

Shirley Quan
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